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home shopping in spring of 2002,
she wound up buying the smallest
Place she visited — a co-op unitin
Georgetown that measures a mere
310 sqnare feet. _

“It's probably the smallest thing
they make " she said. “It’s ke a dorm
ooo."” - ,

- The steep rise in Washington

condggand co-ops aut of reackh for
i gzﬁw;g:g. segmerit of home buy-

ers; fiteing miany first-timers to |
dowrihem, dnd moré space far- -

-----

thef-ont: Buying a stndio “gives -
theni-ihie opportunity to Tive 1o

~eiky 1

Tmy §j:u_di0—co'ndns' anﬂ'énrupsaré"gainin‘g -
‘fans among city dwellers who long to own
Wh&u ﬁ-l.'ste;l_ Catarmrzano went- Matt ; i

oz toster 1n Woodley Park, while
- enjoying the financial benefits of
homeownership.

“plus.a wall of closets, Furnishing

= -

: i, an ¢
& Foster in Wogd!

~For Cotamzano,

2 grill. Her walk to eorgetown |
University, where she worked at
the time, tock just a few mdmutes, .

Her studio is filled with lightaid |

boasts a nesy kitchen gnd

the placewas easy. *T didn't need

tﬂb{l}f -!] ] i‘ " S_hE sail_i- - £ -
- Bhe'd like & separste bedrpom [§
-ani more space for entertainirig, -

Continued on page E4

!

MAIN SOUEEZE: Hirsten Cetarzane's wudlaie E'i‘i‘!lil. yas. Buta wall of clogsts helps the speca fael cozy rather than ciampad
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wall of clusets_ Furmshmg
ace was easy. “I didn't need

‘atything” shesaid. 7. ©
e'dlike 4 separate bedrpom
10re space for entertaining;

Continued on page £4
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MAIN SQUEEZE: Kirsten Catanzanc's studic la smal, yes. But a wall of clogsts helps the space feel cozy rathe
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Coniinuad from page £2

bt at $91,000, her studio (or effi-
dr.ncy Realtors nze the terms
was an affordable

wisy to get off the rental track, "Wy
small, baxt it haz a spaa)) mortgage.”
she sald. A nefghbar recerly sold
a similay wivit (aans the renovated
kitchen ard bathroom) for $60,000
Stnding are nsunlly ocenpied
by singles, and Washlngton has

one of the highest rates of single—

ptrson householda in the conn-
try: 44 percent, aceording o the
2000 Censng. (Some of the area’s
tiny condos are otiginal bach-
elor pads in historie buildings.)
Thayte alzo & good bet for buyers

- wha Hve in Weshington part-tiron

IMMDW
whoﬁ'l ﬁ!mﬂb
jost EOTER o /
’ %or % &immma, & teach-

&1, living in town trumped hav-
ing & scparate bedroom. This
summer, she bought 4 studic in
an Adama Morgan eo-op boild-
ing for $118,000, It has just 450
aaquars feet, bt Sinurn Jrves the
location “T'im single and T wanted
to Tive in the oity,” she said.
ey cax on Priday and 1 don't move
it until Monday."

The caziest part, thougb, is that
it's all hers. T know I'm not geing
10 ba here forever, but it's u good

;n tEe lapt five to 10 years,
though, n nomber of foress have
created a hot market for small

_ condos and co-ops. Tax broaks

for first=tins buyers, mvore flex-
ihle lending options and the high
priceg of larger homes have a])
driven up demand

In addition, more peaple
are boying efficienciat an their
homes, rather than a3 rentals, In
arcan of dewntown DLC. such an
Georgetown, Dupant Circle and

Pﬂl'k *| ACCENTUATE THE POSHTIVE: Corrle Simmona paintad one wall i har Adamis Morgan studlo crynbarry and pschewed window drapen o meke theroom el lerger.

Logan Cirele, even small stu- Rey Poet, a Realtor with Tutt, | tohe moch closer tat, while condo u

dios can now sell for §200,000 | Taylor and Rankin, held wo open | prices hive skyrocketed, rents have ve Larger

or more—a price nathinkabla | houge fior & Ealors studio with | remained relatively stahle, creat- Than Your Studio
just five years agn. lea than 500 squars feet earli- | ing & gap. Thompeon warna that | .

In the past, conventional wis- | er thid month. Abont 60 people small apariments can be | T s don't hava o be cmal
dom held that owners needed to | showed np, and several submbtted 1o rent, iitd Ehat tenmnty mlml 'm' "'hl
hold onto a howe for about five | offers right away. It sold for more | typically ou't stay more than a :
years o break even. That rule | than $10,000 sbove the asking =+ Don't ba frnld of strong coler
husn't appllad in the Washington | price of $169,900. But Thompzon aven In mvary small apaca. It

mtmna ngunut =TI n=-gul Inwiting.

« . =+ In ropmy with low cellinga,

draperien hung from cellingta
:E_vmdy " foor give the iluxion of height
SEEIMNS to think they're " % Atiny room nesd 't havy only
—r—t, arnall-keatn fumnituire, A lew
going to make a fortune hold pletia are bhatiar,
- If yoi're looking to bary =+ Ingtead of expanaive iramen,
m- f - palnt colored sauarea on the

a Just to bary, § - wallto set off photagrapha.

a mistake" . =+ In amali apaces, try using only

RO — studio it's a - With help from her interlor ane fabric, wih lushea of one

ROBY THOMPABN, w“ﬂ% designer sister, Simmons, the or two clhara A sccants,
REAL ESTATE AQENT ome buildings allow own- | AdanaMorgan co-opownsr, paint- | = Splurgs for p halagan apet-
€18 to rent properties oot, often | o one wll a0 st enlor — cran- light, which ls the only light
after living in the anit for a cer- | berry -- to make ber gpace appenr thal shown true cotor.
uiarket of late, where more apid | tain amount of time. If this ta the | Lmger, and she avoided drapesto | ¢ Usaaldthing in newways,
growth has been the norm. "We sell | plan, weigh the carrying costs—the | give the windows cleaner lines, Itke an 18th=century fish print
& stodio 4 Fast as any other size | total monthly payments fora prop- | She'd ke to renovate tha kitchen In &% 10 ke frome backed In g
real sitate today,” said Lawrenee | erty’s mortgage, booss and condoor | ax well - after all, she Sxpecta o pleva of red gingham fahc._
Savage, of Lawrence Savage Real | co-op form-~againat how mmeh the | stay for sbout five years, = Hyou can't atlord expenghe
Eatate, & brokerage located in | property could fetch in remc "It definitely home now,” she fabric, uga mipandhm trim, e
Grorgetown. Carryimg costs and rents used | suid, orser crseren NONCILY (WATHIMATON ROIT)
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