A Murphy bed can fransform a wee studio

into a place for dining, entertaining and more

Graduate student Eora Mehta
didn’t really kmow what a Murphy
bed was until she moved into her
Dupont Circle studin. Now, “Tm a
huge fan,” she said, It opens up the
entire apartmentas aliving or din-

ing room,” And unlike the Murphy |

beds of cld movies, it folds into a
large wooden cabinet rather than
2 bed-shaped hole in the wall.
Most modern wall beds (Murphy
isabrand name) look a lot tike hulk-
ing entertainment centers, though
you can still have one installed
intp. a eloset as in days of yore.
And while the majority are more
Place, a new Murply Bed store in

PR CIE P

Arlington's Pentagon Row, offers

& white laminate finish to match 3,
all those cheap bookshelves oo |

bought in college.,

Murphy beds have also been
available in the Washington area
for years at Hardwood Artisans of
the Loft Bed Store (pins, they boild
loft beds). The Dane bad is their
cheapest model, starting at around
$2,000 for a twin, with installa-
tion and mattress included, TheyTl
install just the mechanism — you

add the mattress and housing — for |-

$7L0 (twin} to $1,240 (king).

MSP's most popular model, |
the Side bed, is also the cheapest, |
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FRIKNE BEFTHS; The basamenit- riendly Side bad, Mors Sipace Place's chagest
and mont popula model, looke e it could b hding s TV Instaad of atwin bed,

Candinuad from page EJ

peir of sliding beokeases, can cast
up to #4,000, depending on the
wood and finlgh you choose.
'Wall hexds may sxve floompace,
Trut they'rs also b, hervy and firm-
Ty stinched to the flor, wall or both.
They ean bauminstalled ard maved,
bzt ot eaily. At hoth etores, ingtal-
Tation Is fnchudad in the price, and

you probiably shonldn't go it ahone

unlent you're & builder type.
Peuple have lived to tell the
tale, horwever. Exully Chrigtansen,
an engineer, salvaged & discarded
Murphy bed and built it into the
— without instroctions. It was an
arduous proces thet “took tons of
hoass,” she saf]. “It waa sitting in
my apartment for a month before
#t waa finished.”
mgﬁ:ﬂmwmﬂlit,sheﬂﬂ.

Whera ta Buy Murphy

HARDWOOD ARTIEANE OF THE

LOFT BED STORE

www.hardwoodartinane.com

= 3629 King Streat, Alexandria
ﬁm Shopping Ceanter);

AMP-TEN

=+ 14080 Rultyfistd Circle,
Chamtilly; 703-803-TT85

« poaaK Rackvill Plue, Rockville
(Fedornl Plaza); MA-TH0-0337

=+ 15005 Farm Crewk Driva,
Woadbridge: 703-643-1044

MIORE SPACE PLACE

morespaceploca.com

=+ 1301 5. Joyce 5t Arlington
(Pertégon Aow Shopping
Conter): 703-£15-2500; Melro:
Pantagon Cy

"Mo one knows it's there,” she mar-
velled. “Ive hud parties, and people
just aggumed that my closet door

was the bedroom doot” s nu .

LONG & FOSTER

UL Lt Covers e Bfea con-
wiruction. The focus lw on Wofte, birt
other nw bulldings are lisisd oy
wall. www.dclofte.com
Hisillntnbase: Search for prop-
wrtleny anvd agemts in e mid-
Atamiic area ushivg the Mulliple
Liating Sarvice (MLS), the grand-
daddy of raal-eatate llitinge.
www homdepdatabasas, com

HEH Arscociater: Trac i mortgage
dainfor D.C. and-other matr

-araas. www.hah.com

T Ll ol 0L No-longer being
updarted, but st a good source of
naw conginution In Waahington,
wars Jdland, oM

Matorssl Avpraiativm #f Paitars: Find
a qualied Reattor, www realtor.org
Muwsvoyager: Browse clog-

s witarda around the coumiry-

wwrs_fimrtpaperiinke.com
Paiten e Burying Inde and,
of courss, oty of Rleahore,
www.reator.com

Washirrion Poxt Rl Eirkidw:
Saarchtha MLS, colcu-

Late your morigage and rmoma.
www.yashingionpoest com/
raaleniate

REMODELING
RESOURCES

Mational Assccialies of the
Tty bakatary, 5.5 chap-
tor: Flnd & local contractor,
whww.narimetrode.orng,
Ml ikl vl Bath .
Amumintioer A, wirkbook walks
you through kitchem and bath-

. room mmud-nng projecta.

www,nhba.org/zconsdumeara.

' Feamaeilaling magazier: -

wiww. ramod aling.rw.net

Wiy sk Hﬂh“_m
e
wwwwashingtaniar.com/fetc/
shopping/homermmodaiing.himl
Wislingran Fori, Heves chet:

Ak tha Home stall for remodeling
Hpu. Every othar Thursday st 1 p.m.
waahingtonpost.com/{ihacnline.

GOVERNMENT
RESOURCES
Faarad iaionsl Martgugs

wors Jaripanthucom (for m sip-

y-winp homatuiyiog guids)
" Cuaarnant Mativenl M igage

Assaciatiee JiNNLATAS. GOV

LK. Dupartusont of Housing s Urban
Rarvalopamat: Lt HUID bl ports bary
1 hor., www.hud.gov

RESEARCH TOODLS -
Amitcen Tockaty of Hewe iyt
Laarn browr 1o find a good home
Inwpector ot whirwAmh. gow.
Commnity Assochation lostimte: The
slth your condo board 2 eading.
wWarw. cihon w.org

Crimareports: Slgn up ok

Frovm dalty or weekly Divtrict

and Yirginka crive repoits.
werw.crimerporfs.com

Apwy: Find out the disnsters

that are Hkely to sirika yuur home.
www.lema.gor
mdu——ﬂ-m
Gakinbaoic Lanm hiwr i cOmpane
a FOLA raquest— usabul Hyou
want Bloch=by-black erima Infor-
ption about your pabantial new
nalghtmyrheod, wew.citizen.org/
Hugution/Tres_indo. And hare™s
whor lofiln i: mpde.de.gov/
foln.shtm

Sagnisw: Foruse conde

coden all e live-long dy.
wwi.magalaw.comflop
conda.php

Poalouptini Criss Lak: Siudy crima
mapgrbs for your new neigh-

" borivood. werw_homafair.com/

homatalricaks jerimyvemi

T kchool et Frass achesl
reporie forall U5, public schools.
m.thmhunlmpnrtmm

LA Dimpartsiont of Cusmruares Rurms
ol Katacaslc Amtysic Pora over
hevie e loca] sconinic data,
wwa bad doe.gov

NEIGHBORHOUD
RESOURCES

Wasghington, D.C.
GEMERAL

aboutde.gow
nelghtiorhoodmtion.de.gav

NEIGHEORHOOD

At Mt

W adisiomangan.nel
Caplial ik wew-capltolhiilorg
Chery Chasx:
wanw_chevychasecitizens.cerg
Clyvalarit] Paik:
werw.clavslandpati.com
Cublumbls Helgfivie:
www.innareity.org/

no3/ 007

L . |
columbinheightn
Crikrwpsl www cragtwood- |
deog '
““m.dupont—
tholscom
Fexinll: worw.foahallorg
ey ww hillcramide.com -
g Clycic wrw.|cgnncircla.org
Mot Plommt: '
wyrwaniplsasantic.org '
Ol C3ry WWW, n!dcltytapnulhlll.hrg
Praliuinflisl WHW,| pullud“dl:-bfﬂ
Pvn-Ormrwce |
www.ancTh.orglpnn-bmnchbtm
Portwmgar the Wi w patworiidc nat.
e warwkhawde.com
Soustivmet: wrw_ Awde.org
Toloimish Park woyw takamade.com
1 Eireat/Cariioan:
W, u-trut.num!nnn

. Marylaiwl
REMERAL
depatramaryland.cam
wewn mddeccommunity eam

COUNTY

Mamtpamery Coaasty:
www,montpomerycpucyid.gov
Price Qewpe's Courty:
www.co.pg-md_us and
wWW_pECOC.org

MERHEORHOOO/CITY
Balwolli www . baltaviilg.com
atovpplay: ’
wwrw,plrttowna,com|bled/
bled.htm '

Bowls: wwrw.cityotbowie.org
Chvarty: wrw.chaverly.com
Chavy Chiar: '
wwnw.northchavychata.ong
Crminidatdr: wyrw.cl.gresnbalt.md.us.
Fyarmeviia: wvrw. hyatteville org
Laamrak www. [ural md g

e Carfoliton:

worw hew-carroifon.md.us
Rockvillr: wern_rockyillemd.gov
Hal Pisawant:

wrw. analplegannimd gov
Biwer Dywkil: WWW.0880C.0rQ
Tubown Pink-
www.cityoftakomapari.org.

Morthem Virginia
GEMERAL

warw rrvawnb.nel
warw.novaregion.org

HEIGARRHRO0/ CITY
e

cl.aleasndria.va,us

Aringtore wwrw.co A7 Ington.yo.uk

and arlngtenvirginiauga.com

Falrfa: www.co.falriaz va ua

Fall's Clalafch:

www.cl.Ralls=chureh.ya.us
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Trut st $81,000, her stadio (ar offi-
¢iency = Resltors use the terms
interchangeably) was an affordable
WY ko get off the rental ek, “Tes
ampiall, but it hag 2 small o
she zajd. A nejghbar recently sold
8 similar unit (sans the repovated
Kitchen

more than Catanzang paid.

Studios ave waually occupied
by singles, and Wazhingten has
one of the highest mateg of single-
person households in the ronn-
Ury: 44 percont, secording ko the
2000 Ceneng. (Some of the apea’y
tiny condos are orlginal bach-
¢lor pads in histore buildings)
They're alsg u grod bet for buyers

- who livein Washington phrt-Lime
for business. "I have so1m0 clients
whn%'l %ﬁﬂ}‘h Ireally
Juat RO to throw

1: 1

E Carris gmmﬂns, a keach-
ex, living in town tramped hav-
ing a separate bedroom, This
summer, she bought a mudio in
an Adsma Morgan ¢0-op build-
ing for $118,000. It has just 450
Square fet, bt Simmons kyves the
location, “I'm single and I wantad
mliveinthecity.'ﬂhesaid.'lpark
My car on Friday and 1 dou't moye
it untfl Monday."

The: coziest part, i3 that
it’s all hers. “T knew I'my o4 going
1o be here forever, but ity a good
frvestment,” Simmons satd.

That was :

Fayise for dorgps
o the Tagt five ta 10 Yexrs,

heough, & nuimber of forces have
reated a bot market for small
ondos and co-ops. Tax bresks
o firet-time buyers, more e
de lending options sod the high
rices of larger homes have all
riven up demand.

In addition, mora people
¢ buying efficiencies as theiy
dmes, rather than as rentals, In
wad of downtown D.C. such a9
corgetown, Duponk Circle and

ACCENTUATE THE POSITIVE: Carrle Simmong palntad ona wall if hor Adamy Margan studla cranba

rry and sechewed window drapes fo make the room (asl larger.

Logan Circle, even small stu-
dioa can now sel! for §200,000
Or more—u price unthinkah]e
Just five years agn,

In the past, conventional wis-
dom held that owners nesded o
hold suto & home for ahout five
yeara to break even. That rle

hasn't appiad in the Washington

“Everybody
SCETIS to think they'e

soing to make a fortune,
— Jf you're looking to bay
a mﬂb
a mistake” i

T

AoBY JHOMPEON,

AEAL ESTATE AGENT
— s

Taarket of ate, where more rapid
Erowth has heen the norm. “We asl]
& studio as fast as any other size
real estate today” said Lawrence
Savage, of Lawrence Savayr Real
Estate, a brokerage located in
Georgetown.

Rey Post, & Realtor with Twt,
Taylor and Rankin, held an open
hose for a Kalarama studio with
less than 500 square fect earli-
er this month. Abont 6o people
showed wp, u0d several submitted
offers right away, It sold for mare
than $10,000 abave the asking
price of $169,000, Bat Thompson
cautions againgt

mm Y]
sonme iy PR e 2

for oemites wi to move for

two. oy Atbuywng a
sh)dibj]ﬁtﬂhgﬂithhml o
Thom said.

Fome Euilﬂing*a allow own-

Er3 to rent properties out, often
after living in the wnit for a cer-
tain ameunt of time, If this ia the
pl.nlr,wcighthgcanyingm—th&
wmmhhwmmufurnprﬂp-
ETty’s martzmge, thaes and condo o
0-0p Rtz —againgt how mch the

tobe mch cloger but, while condo
prices have skyvocketed, rents have
remained relatively stable, crept-
ing a gap. Thompaon warna that

very small apartments ah he
;?EE to rent, and that tenants -
typicaily don't stay more Fhan 1
YEAr or two.
T N

N0%J0 use. :
With help from her luterjor
designer sister, Simmona, the
Mirrgan co-opowier, paint-
€ one wall an sscent endor — eran.-
berry — to make ber spare wppear
longer, and she avpided drapes to
give the windows eleaner Hnes,
She'd like to renevate the kitchen
ax well — after all, she eXprcts ko
stay fr abouat five years,
“Tt'a definitely home oW, shw

Exicd. oruse censtew

Liva Largar |
Than Your Studle

Youw idans dom't bave to b ginal
It et peran wemar npa by, %oy
aaifvice frou bmtarir docoratong

~* Don't ba airald of slrong coler
@anInavery small apnca. ity
Inwiting, |

=+ Inraoma with low calling,
cirnporh-: hung trom esliing 15

" flaar ghve tha llipalon alhaight
=+ A tiny room needn't have only
emall-acals furnitire. A taw
bold piaces are bettar. }
=+ Ingtind of vxpanpiva fromes, |
Palntcolorid aquares onthe
* wallta swl off photographa.

=+ Inamall spaces, iry uaing anly
orim Inbrie, whi touchea of ona
or ke athars ag sccwnta.

- Splurgator m halogen spot-
llght, which Is Ihe only Nght
that thowsiruae color.

=* Uss ald thingy in newways,
likas an 18th-coniury Ask print
4 510 lkga frama backod i g
ploce of rad pingham fabric,

=+ H you enn't aHord axpangh
fabric, uzw sxpansive trim, suns
EGNDIUR (WARHING TON FopT]




